The Giver by Lois Lowry
Family Tradition Assignment

Due: _______________ 

· We all have family traditions or rituals. In The Giver, Jonas's family has a morning ritual and an evening ritual. They also have rituals of the community.
· Explore your family's traditions and rituals and find out how long your family has been practicing them.
Task
1. Each student needs to interview a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or anyone else in your family who is older than you. This should be someone who will be able to give you good insight/information about the tradition.
2. You need to ask your elder (relative) all of the provided questions. You will be sharing their answers in this assignment. 
Process and Resources
1. Decide who the best person will be to interview – someone who will have the best history/information regarding your family tradition(s).
2. Complete your interview. 

Project Guidelines 
Use the following guidelines for completing your project:

· Remember to choose someone to interview who is helpful, informative, and will be able to share interesting details about your family traditions with you.
· If you will not be seeing this person soon, you can make a phone call to him/her and ask the questions over the phone.
· You should type the answers (Include some direct quotes!)
Interview Questions – You may type the answers below each question OR you may hand write the answers on lined paper OR you may type the answers in a new document.

· Questions to answer before the interview:

· (Each answer must be at least three sentences long. You are answering these questions, not the person you interviewed.)
1. Who are you interviewing?

2. Why did you choose to interview this person?

3. What is your relationship to this person?

· Questions to ask during your interview:
· (Please ask your relative to be detailed in his/her responses. You want to get as much information from them as possible, and you want to share that detail in the answers to these questions. The more information you have, the better!)
4. What is your favorite family tradition that our family has?

5. Why is this tradition your favorite?

6. How did this tradition begin, and why has it lasted so long/become a tradition?

7. What makes this tradition special/unique?

8. As a child, what was your favorite tradition?

9. Is there a tradition that you have created over the years? How did it start?

10.  Do you think family traditions are important/special?

11. Which family tradition would you like to see carried on for years and years? Why?

12.  Do you have any advice to give me regarding why family traditions are important?

13.  Is there anything else that you think would be interesting, or fun, to share with me?

· Questions to answer after your interview:
· (Each answer must be at least three sentences long. You are answering these questions, not the person you interviewed.)
14.  Did you know about the tradition(s) shared by your relative before you interviewed him/her?
15.  What was the most interesting thing that they shared with you? Why did you find it interesting?
16.  What family tradition would you like to carry on with your own family one day?
17.  Do you think that family traditions are important? Why or why not?
18.  If you could create your own family tradition, what would it be, and why?
